Financial implications of ventilator care.
Mechanical ventilation is in the forefront of modern technologic advances. These advances can be life saving for some, death prolonging for others. As difficult medical, ethical, and economic issues are raised in relation to life-sustaining treatments, it is important to have as complete a data base as possible concerning costs and outcomes of mechanical ventilation, so that physicians, patients, families, and society as a whole can make appropriate decisions regarding its use.